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Mats Avenge Loss, Defeat Cougars in

NCS Finals

By Spencer Silva
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s time expired late Saturday afternoon, the Mira-

monte boys’ water polo team, along with their fully-
clothed coaches, jumped into the pool to commemorate
their 10-8 victory over the No. 1 Campolindo Cougars.

It was a rematch of last year’s final, where the Cougars
scratched out an 11-10 victory over their cross-town rivals.
This time around, the Mats led for most of the game, but
it was their defense that ended up making the difference.

“Our defense and seniors really came up big,” Mira-
monte coach James Lathrop said after the match. “Evan
(Pauletich) was awesome. ... Jack Conner came off the
bench and really provided a spark. It was the best team
defense we played all year.”

The Mats reached the final by comfortable defeats of
California High and De La Salle in the early rounds, be-
fore beating Sir Francis Drake (San Anselmo) 10-7 in the
semifinals.

In the championship, Campolindo was expected to
employ their full press and counter-attack strategy. The
Mats held the high-octane Campo attack to zero goals in
the first quarter, although they broke through for five in
the second.

Cal-bound senior Jordan Hoover scored four of the
Mats’ first five goals, carrying the team as he often has in

2014. It was apparent to the standing-room-only crowd
from the beginning — including many of the Acalanes
faithful - that this would be a tough match.

Senior Garrett Felix, one of Campo’s best defenders,
was tasked with guarding the powerful Hoover, but by
halftime Felix was a foul away from leaving the game. He
eventually fouled out, leading to a number of defensive
mismatches.

The score was 6-5 at the half, but in the third quarter,
Miramonte began to pull away as the Campo defense
struggled. The Mats outscored the Cougars 3-1 in the
quarter, swinging the score to 9-6 in their favor.

The game ended with a final score of 10-8.

The road to the NCS final match was paved in con-
troversy for the Cougars. They won their first two NCS
matches by a combined margin of 25 goals against Her-
itage and Monte Vista. On Nov. 12, they faced an upset-
hungry Acalanes Dons team who looked poised for the
win (see sidebar) and it wasn’t until Nov. 14 that Cam-
polindo's win was confirmed.

Before the championship match, Campolindo head
coach Miles Price declined to specifically comment on the
situation, but he said that he talked to Acalanes head coach
Clarke Tamariki about the incident and there was “no bad
blood” between the teams.

Acalanes (12-11) earned the No. 5 seed in the tourna-
ment and beat Washington and San Ramon Valley to reach
the semifinals.

Lathrop reflected on how the semifinal controversy
affected his team. “[ think we benefited from the weird
situation between Campo and Acalanes,” he explained,
“not because of the drama, but because we were able to
concentrate on ourselves and our game-plan during prac-
tice because we didn’t know who we were going to play.”

Despite the tough loss in the championships, Price re-
flected on how far the Campolindo program has come.
“Just a few years ago we weren’t making it past quarter-
finals. Now we’ve made it to the championship game two
years in a row. We have a great pipeline and our program
will continue to be strong.”

The NCS crown is a nice bookend on what amounted
to be an extremely successful season for the Mats.

The thrilling NCS Championship game had a shadow cast over it, unfortunately, by the events of the semifi-

nal match between Acalanes and Campolindo.

On Nov. 12, with seconds left in the second overtime, Acalanes led Campo 11-10. They possessed the
ball and were in a spread formation intent on running the clock out. However, with less than 10 seconds
left, there was an errant pass thrown by an Acalanes player that led to a scrum for possession. Campolindo

came away with the ball but time expired.

Acalanes began to celebrate in the pool, but after a conversation between Campo coach Miles Price
and the referee crew, it was determined that Price had called a timeout before time was up. The referees de-
cided to add five seconds to the clock and gave Campolindo the ball. Campo scored a game-tying goal in
those final five seconds and went on the win the match 12-11 in the sudden-death third-overtime.

Misha Buchel, the Acalanes girls’water polo coach, who attended the game commented, “When time
expired and they put five seconds on the clock, no one could believe it. | imagine (Campolindo) felt like
they found a $20 bill in their pockets. It was a remarkable night”

After the match, the referees were approached with video evidence and other accounts by parents,
students and fans. Video footage showed possession was taken by Campo with less than two or three sec-
onds remaining. Seemingly aware that they had added extra time to the clock, the referees deliberated and

declared Acalanes the winner, 11-10.

On Thursday, the North Coast Section determined the game results under review. It was decided that
Acalanes could not protest the result after continuing to play the final overtime. In an official statement re-
leased by the NCS, it declared that the protest had to be declared at the time of the incident — which would
have been at the end of the second overtime. Also, according to the National Federation of High School
(NFHS) rules, “judgment of the officials”is not something that can be protested.

In a phone interview, associate commissioner Karen Smith said, “The (referees) felt they'd made a mis-
take by reporting Acalanes as the winner. It's an unfortunate situation and | hope the focus gets back on

what a great game it was rather than the controversy.’

Neither coach from Acalanes nor Campolindo would comment on the situation.
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Campo girls win NCS water polo title

By Spencer Silva

he Campolindo girls’ water

polo team has become one of
Northern California’s most dominant
sports programs. On Nov. 15, they
capped their brilliant season (25-3, 5-
0) with a hard-fought 7-4 win over
archrival Miramonte (18-8, 4-1), cap-
turing their third consecutive Division
IINCS title. They’ve now reached the
finals in six consecutive seasons.

The Mats, who lost 12-6 and 12-7
to the Cougars during the season,
drew up some special plans for the
Cougars’ high-powered offense. They
committed to eliminating standout
senior Hannah Buck, who didn’t score
until the fourth quarter. They also
aimed to take advantage of exclusion
penalties, something Campo is known
to be liberal with since they have one
of the best goalkeepers around, senior
Madison Tagg, who is committed to
play at Cal next fall.

Miramonte led the game 1-0 at
the end of the first quarter, but in the
second it was all Campolindo. Campo
scored three unanswered goals, punc-
tuated by a beautiful shot by senior
Rachel Lewin, who led all scorers
with three goals.

Campolindo led 4-2 heading into

the third quarter, and Miramonte went
a man-up on a number of occasions,
but it was unable to capitalize because
of excellent defense from Tagg. With
1:53 left in the third quarter, Hailey
Eberle scored Miramonte’s last goal of
the afternoon bringing the score to 6-4.

Heading into the fourth quarter,
Campo's head coach Kim Everist or-
dered her girls out of the pool to offer
some inspiration. When asked about
the motivational speech, Everist
laughed, “Motivation. That’s a nice
way of putting it. I felt like we were
playing tight and tentative. I told them
‘look to your right and look to your left
and let’s play like we have all season.””

The speech worked and Cam-
polindo scored once more to notch a
7-4 win.

Campolindo was thrilled with the
win and its season. “This is the most
successful senior class ever,” Everist
said in her post-game interview.

It’s a bold statement, but a well-
founded one. Just a few weeks ago,
the Cougars defeated another local
rival, the San Ramon Valley Wolves
7-5 to win the NorCal Champi-
onships, a tournament held at Sacred
Heart every fall. With the victory, they

ended SRV’s 52-game winning streak.

Winning the NorCal champi-
onship for the second time in three
years was huge for the squad, but
Everist was leery of the win.

“It’s dangerous coming off a big
NorCal win against SRV,” she ex-
plained. “NCS is the important one.
You can’t win NorCal then not win
NCS.”

While the Lady Cougars came
out on top, the Mats had plenty to be
proud of. “We played our best game
of the season,” said first-year head
coach Megan Calderazzo. The Mats
had a great season and a strong play-
off run, outscoring their opponents
38-1 (Concord High, Justin Sienna) in
their first two NCS-tournament
matches before playing Acalanes in
the semifinals. They beat the Dons
10-7 after taking a 5-1 lead at the half.

Acalanes coach Misha Buchel is
excited for the future of his team after
a strong season (16-11, 2-3) “We’re
bringing the band back to together
next year. This season was the appe-
tizer,” he added, “and if everyone
commits to playing club and swim-
ming in the spring, we’re going to be
primed for a big year next season.”

Lamorinda Rugby Football Club

On-line Registration opens Oct 1st for the 2015 rugby season!
Season runs December through March for youth, and through

¥ L, April for HS. All ages welcome. Girls welcome through age 11.
No prior rugby experience necessary. Practices are located at the
Wilder Fields in Orinda.

Find out more about our team and how to register online at www.lamorugby.com.
For middle and elementary school ages, contact head youth coach Doug Pearson for
more info: dpearson@lee-associates.com. For High School, contact Recruiting
Director Steve Peterson at stevepetersonhome@yahoo.com.
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Get a head start to your high school swim season
with stroke technique, efficiency, and conditioning
with our highly experience staff, who have
coached over 100 High School All Americans, while
serving swimmers throughout the east bay. The
registration is now open to all high school swimmers, at all ability levels, who are
planning on representing their high school during the upcoming season. For more
information please visit OrindaAquatics.org or contact Kevin@QrindaAquatics.org.

Holiday
times are
a joy... but
| they can
overload
| your plumbing!

I 1 Now’s the time to get
Iready for the holidays!

' 850 off any job
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I Tankless Water Heater
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The one-call plumber

Gas, Water & Sewer

* Emergency service

* Repairs & installation

* Video sewer inspection; HOT WATER

« Copper re-piping Lt Bt rowind

° Preventive ChECkUpS 1 installed by LeapFrog Plumbing.

* Water heater specialist ,
Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

' $125 CCWD
4850 EBMUD

1
1 rebates on
I water saving toilets!

*1 coupon per job, exp. 12/16/14

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

5
5377-6600 o

929641 www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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ORINDA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION THANKS
THESE GENEROUS SPONSORS OF
OUR 2014 GOLF FUNDRAISER:

TOURNAMENT CHAMPION SPONSORS

WILDER, CALIFORNIA NORTHWOOD BIONATURALS

TITLEIST SPONSORS

UNITED CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, JEFF HAWKINS, CHARLES SCHWAB,
STACY CHREITIN, ORINDA COUNTRY CLUB, BAY CITIES PAVING,
MORGAN STANLEY, THE KIDD EDGREN GROUP

HOST SPONSORS

BOB & MARYETT THOMPSON, ALAMO CAPITAL,
BILL & NANCY MULLALLY

TEE SPONSORS

HERMITAGE ADVISORS, VLADIMIR BELINSKY, COZY EARTH
COLDWELL BANKER, RICK & NANCY BOOTH, LUCAS PAVING,
REPUBLIC SERVICES, DUDUM REAL ESTATE, JULIE SANTOS DUDUM
VILLAGE PIZZA, BOLTON & COMPANY, JOSEPH BALTODANO,
LAFAYETTE CAR WASH, JOYCE HAWKINS & JACK SWEITZER,
TABLE 24 & BARBACOA RESTAURANTS, JOHN & CAROL BROWN,
LOUISVILLE GOLF, PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC, ORINDA ARTS COUN-
CIL, HELLER JEWELERS, STELLA & DOT, RIHAM JWEAINAT,
DRAKES BREWING, ORINDA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
FRIENDS OF ORINDA LIBRARY

MEDIA SPONSORS & VOLUNTEERS

ORINDA NEWS, LAMORINDA WEEKLY, LAMORINDA NATIONAL
CHARITY LEAGUE, LAND HOME FINANCIAL, ORINDA

CHARITY SPONSORS

ORINDA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION,
FOOD BANK OF CONTRA COSTA/SOLANO






